
Grade 2 ELA/SS Proficiency Scales 2021-2022 

6.01.2021 

 

T1 Novice 1 Approaching 2 Proficient 3 Advanced 4 

Co
m
m
un

ica
tio

n  Practices listening and 
speaking in sentences with 
prompting, and/or explains 
ideas when prompted or with 
support.  
 
 

Demonstrates communication by 
sometimes listening, and/or 
speaking clearly with prompting, 
and/or by explaining a story, 
idea, or an experience with 
others. 

Demonstrates communication by 
actively listening in turn and talks, by 
speaking clearly and in complete 
sentences, and contributing by 
clearly explaining an idea, story, or 
experience.  
(SL.2.1, SL 2.3 SL.2.4, SL.2.5) 

Demonstrates communication by 
engaging in discussions, building on 
other students’ ideas, clearly explains 
ideas, and asks for clarification and 
further explanation about topics. 

Co
m

pr
eh

en
sio

n  

Practices defining and using 
reading strategies and skills, 
and/or scoring below the 25% 
on the STAR assessment. 

Demonstrates emerging 
comprehension by showing 
partial progress of reading 
strategies and skills through 
classroom work or assessments, 
and/or achieving a 26% or above 
on the STAR assessment. 

Demonstrates comprehension by 
showing an understanding of reading 
strategies (visualizing, connecting), 
and skills (predicting), and describing 
the structure and elements of a story 
(beginning, middle, end, characters, 
setting, plot) through classroom work 
and comprehension assessments, 
and/or achieving a 40% or above on 
the STAR assessment.  
(RL 2.4, RL.2.5, RL 2.7, RL.2.10, RI.2.6, 
RI.2.10) 

Demonstrates comprehension beyond 
expectations by achieving above 
expectations on comprehension 
assessments and demonstrates clear 
ability to use and apply reading 
strategies and skills, and scoring 
above 95% on the STAR reading 
assessment.  

Cr
iti

ca
l T

hi
nk

in
g 

Practices reading nonfiction 
text and practices identifying 
or maps and their features, 
identifying people or physical 
environments.  
 
 
 
 

Demonstrates emerging critical 
thinking by reading or 
understanding some 
informational texts, and/or 
working toward accuracy on 
maps, describing people, or 
describing physical 
environments.  
 

Demonstrates critical thinking by 
understanding why author’s write 
informational texts, and constructs a 
map with features, and describes 
people and physical environments.  
( G.K_2.1, G.K_2.2) 
 

Demonstrates critical thinking by 
reading (summarizing) and 
understanding informational texts, 
and explaining information and 
connections between text, and by 
constructing and explaining the 
purpose of different maps, and by 
drawing conclusions about people 
and physical environments.   

Ph
on

ics
 

Practices word-attack skills to 
decode single-syllable words 
and word patterns and/or is 
working towards accuracy on 
reading and writing words 
with blends, diagraphs, or 
short vowel sounds in 
isolation.  

Demonstrates emerging word-
attack skills to decode and/or is 
working towards accuracy when 
reading and writing words that 
include blends, diagraphs, short 
vowels, and/or silent e, and/or is 
practicing patterns in order to 
read and write words correctly 
on assessments and/or in daily 
writing and reading activities. 

Demonstrates a broad range of word-
attack skills to decode and correctly 
reads and writes words that include 
blends, diagraphs, short vowels, and 
silent e, and applies a pattern that 
says the correct sound to spell words 
that include a long a, o, and e vowel 
diagraphs in writing and reading 
activities.  (RF.2.3, RF.2.4, L.2.2) 
 

Demonstrates a broad range of word-
attack skills to decode, and 
independently reads, writes and 
applies advanced phonics skills to 
correctly write words that include all 
vowel patterns and inflected endings 
(-ing, -ed, past tense, plurals, and y), 
and uses word parts to determine 
meanings.  

Re
ad

in
g  

Demonstrates reading using 
strategies and skills to read 
toward or at independent 
levels A -F on the BAS. 

Demonstrates reading using 
strategies and skills to read 
independent level G 
(instructional level H- I) on the 
BAS. 
 

Demonstrates reading using 
strategies and skills to read 
independent level J (instructional 
level K-L) on the BAS.  
(RF.2.4, RL2.10, RI.2.10)  

Demonstrates reading using 
strategies and skills to read 
independent level M+ (instructional 
level N+) on the BAS. 

W
rit

in
g 

Co
nt

en
t  

Practices the writing process 
to write personal narratives; 
practices the oral retell, 
drawing pictures, and writing 
simple sentences with a ‘who’ 
and ‘did what’. 

Applies the writing process to 
write personal narratives; stories 
show some organization and 
planning through storyboarding, 
and/or has an unclear beginning, 
middle, or end with 
underdeveloped characters, 
setting, problem, or resolution, 
and/or some sequence.    

Demonstrates writing personal 
narratives; showing organization and 
planning through storyboarding, and 
having a beginning, middle, and end 
with characters, setting, clear 
problem, resolution, and correct 
sequence, with at least nine 
complete sentences.   
(W.2.3, W. 2.5, W. 2.6) 
  

Demonstrates writing personal 
narratives; showing strong 
organization and planning through 
storyboarding, and writing that 
includes an interesting lead, feeling 
and action (possibly through 
dialogue), clear organization, use of 
voice, appropriate adjectives and 
verbs, and writes fluently with a 
variety of nine or more sentences.  

W
rit

in
g 

Co
nv

en
tio

ns
 Practices defining conventions 

(capitalization and 
punctuation), and/or is 
working towards accuracy on 
spelling short vowel words and 
high frequency words in 
writing, and/or practicing 
complete sentences.  

Applies some conventions 
(capitalization, and punctuation), 
and/or some appropriate 
spelling (phonics and high-
frequency words), and/or some 
complete sentences in writing 
and/or through editing.  

Demonstrates appropriate 
conventions (capitalization and 
punctuation), appropriate spelling 
(phonics and high-frequency words), 
and complete sentences in writing 
and/or through editing.  
(W.2.5, L.2.1, L,2.2, L.2.3) 

Demonstrates correct conventions 
(capitalization, punctuation, and 
dialogue), and uses correct spelling 
(phonics and high-frequency words) 
in words with two or more syllables in 
writing, and uses complete sentences.  
 



Grade 2 ELA/SS Proficiency Scales 2021-2022 

6.01.2021 

 

T2 Novice 1 Approaching 2 Proficient 3 Advanced 4 
Co

m
m

un
ica

tio
n  Practices listening and speaking 

in sentences with prompting, 
and/or explains ideas when 
prompted, and/or practices 
describing a text.  
 
 

Demonstrates communication by 
sometimes listening, and/or 
speaking in complete sentences with 
prompting, and/or by explaining 
ideas to others, and/or by describing 
details from a text. 
 

Demonstrates communication by 
actively listening in turn and talks, by 
speaking clearly and in complete 
sentences, contributing by explaining 
ideas, and describing key details from a 
text or media.  
(SL.2.1, SL. 2.2, SL.2.4) 
 

Demonstrates communication by 
engaging in discussions, building on 
other students’ ideas, clearly explains 
ideas, and asks for clarification and 
further explanation about topics. 

Co
m

pr
eh

en
sio

n 

Practices defining and using 
reading strategies and skills, 
and/or scoring below the 25% 
on the STAR assessment. 
 
 
 
 

Demonstrates emerging 
comprehension by showing partial 
progress of reading strategies and 
skills through comprehension 
assessments or classroom work, 
and/or achieving a 26% or above on 
the STAR assessment. 

Demonstrates comprehension by 
showing an understanding of reading 
strategies (visualizing, connecting, and 
questioning), and skills (predicting and 
summarizing fiction) through 
comprehension assessments or 
classroom work, and/or achieving a 
40% or above on the STAR assessment. 
(RI.2.2, RI.2.5, RI.2.7, RI 2.10, RL 2.1, RL 
2.2, RL 2.3, RL 2.6, RL 2.9, RL 2.10) 

Demonstrates comprehension beyond 
expectations by achieving above 
expectations on comprehension 
assessments, and demonstrates clear 
ability to use and apply reading 
strategies and skills, and scoring above 
95% on the STAR reading assessment.  

Cr
iti

ca
l T

hi
nk

in
g Practices reading nonfiction 

text and practices identifying 
economy, citizenship, and 
community.   

Demonstrates emerging critical 
thinking by reading or 
understanding some diverse 
informational texts and/or working 
toward accuracy on drawing 
conclusions around economy and 
citizenship topics.  
 

Demonstrates critical thinking by 
reading and understanding 
informational texts and drawing 
conclusions around economy, civics, 
citizenship, and community topics. 
(NDSS.C., NDSS.E., RI.2.10) 

Demonstrates critical thinking by 
reading and understanding diverse 
informational texts, explaining 
information, and providing multiple 
details and drawing conclusions around 
economy, civics, citizenship, and 
community topics. 

Ph
on

ics
 

Practices word-attack skills to 
decode single-syllable words 
and/or is working towards 
accuracy on reading and writing 
words with short vowels, 
blends, or diagraphs. 
 

Demonstrates emerging word-attack 
skills to decode and/or is working 
towards accuracy when reading and 
writing words that include short and 
long vowels, compound words, 
contractions, and/or is practicing r-
controlled vowel patterns in order 
to read and write words correctly. 

Demonstrates a broad range of word-
attack skills to decode and correctly 
reads and writes words that include 
blends, diagraphs, short and long 
vowel patterns, compound words, or r-
controlled vowels (ar, or, ir, etc.) on 
assessments and in daily writing and 
reading activities. (RF.2.3, RF.2.4) 
 

Demonstrates a broad range of word-
attack skills to decode, and 
independently reads, writes and applies 
advanced phonics skills to correctly 
write multi-syllabic words that include 
all vowel and r-controlled patterns in 
daily writing, and uses word parts to 
determine meanings. 
  

Re
ad

in
g Demonstrates reading using 

strategies and skills to read 
toward or at independent 
levels A - H on the BAS. 

Demonstrates reading using 
strategies and skills to read 
independent level I (instructional 
level J) on the BAS. 

Demonstrates reading using strategies 
and skills to read independent level K 
(instructional level L -M) on the BAS. 
(RF.2.4) 

Demonstrates reading using strategies 
and skills to read independent level N+ 
(instructional level O+) on the BAS. 

W
rit

in
g 

Co
nt

en
t 

Practices the writing process to 
write personal narratives; 
practicing the oral retell that 
includes characters, setting, 
and a problem, drawing 
pictures and writing simple 
sentences with a ‘who’ and ‘did 
what?’.  
And/or practices the writing 
process to compare and 
contrast two objects, practicing 
key points during planning. 

Applies the writing process to write 
components of personal narratives; 
stories show some organization and 
planning through storyboarding, 
and/or have an unclear beginning, 
middle, or end with underdeveloped 
characters, setting, problem, 
resolution, and/or correct sequence, 
attempting adjectives.   
And/or, applies writing to compare 
and contrast two objects, practices 
including a topic sentence and 
conclusion and/or using few key 
points. 

Demonstrates writing personal 
narratives; showing organization and 
planning through storyboarding, and 
having a beginning, middle, and end 
with developed characters, setting, 
clear problem, resolution, and correct 
sequence, and appropriate adjectives, 
with at least nine complete sentences.  
And, demonstrates writing to compare 
and contrast two objects, using a topic 
sentence, key points, and a conclusion. 
(W 2.1, W 2.2, W 2.3, W 2.5, W 2.6) 

Demonstrates writing personal 
narratives; showing strong organization 
and planning through storyboarding, 
and writing that includes an interesting 
lead, a balance of dialogue, feeling and 
action, clear organization, use of voice, 
appropriate adjectives and verbs, 
correct use of grammar, variety of 
sentence structures, and writes fluently 
with a variety of sentences. 
And, demonstrates writing to compare 
and contrast two characters, ideas, or 
topics, using a topic sentence, and key 
points with details and strong 
vocabulary, appropriate transitions, and 
a conclusion. 
 

W
rit

in
g  

Co
nv

en
tio

ns
 Practices defining conventions 

(capitalization and 
punctuation), and/or is working 
towards accuracy on spelling 
short vowel words and high 
frequency words in writing, 
and/or practicing complete 
sentences.  

Applies some conventions 
(capitalization, and punctuation), 
and/or some appropriate spelling 
(phonics and high-frequency words), 
and/or some complete sentences in 
writing and/or through editing.  
 

Demonstrates appropriate conventions 
(capitalization and punctuation), 
appropriate spelling (phonics and high-
frequency words), and complete 
sentences in writing and/or through 
editing.  
(W 2.5, L 2.1, L 2.2, L 2.3, L 2.5) 

Demonstrates correct conventions 
(capitalization and punctuation, and 
dialogue), and uses correct spelling 
(phonics and high-frequency words) in 
words with two or more syllables in 
writing, and uses complete sentences.  
 



Grade 2 ELA/SS Proficiency Scales 2021-2022 
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T3 Novice 1 Approaching 2 Proficient 3 Advanced 4 

Co
m

m
un

ica
tio

n  

Practices listening and speaking 
in sentences with prompting, 
and/or shares ideas when 
prompted, and/or practices 
describing a text; and/or 
practices how to ask questions 
and build on other’s ideas.  

Demonstrates communication by 
sometimes listening, and/or speaking 
in complete sentences with 
prompting, and/or by sharing with 
others, and/or by describing details 
from a text, and/or asking clarifying 
questions, and/or building on other’s 
ideas.  

Demonstrates communication by 
actively listening in turn and talks, by 
speaking clearly in complete 
sentences, contributing by explaining 
ideas, describing key details from a 
text or media, ask clarifying 
questions, and build on each other’s 
ideas in collaborative discussions. 
(SL 2.1, SL 2.2, SL 2.3, SL2.6) 

Demonstrates communication by 
actively listening, and by speaking 
clearly in complete sentences, and 
contributing by sharing ideas, extending 
on key details from a text or media, 
asking higher-level questions, and 
building on each other’s ideas in 
collaborative discussions, and reports on 
a topic or text.  

Co
m

pr
eh

en
sio

n 

Practices defining and using 
reading strategies and skills, 
and/or scoring below the 25% on 
the STAR assessment. 
 

Demonstrates emerging 
comprehension by showing partial 
progress of reading strategies or 
skills through comprehension 
assessments or daily work, and/or 
achieving a 26% or above on the 
STAR assessment. 

Demonstrates comprehension by 
showing an understanding and using 
grade level reading strategies 
(visualize, question, infer, connect, 
analyze) and skills (summarize and 
author’s purpose) through 
comprehension assessments or daily 
work, and/or achieving a 40% or 
above on the STAR assessment. 
(RI.2.1, RI.2.2, RI.2.3, RI.2.8, RI.2.9,  
RL 2.8, RI.2.10) 

Demonstrates comprehension beyond 
expectations by achieving above 
expectations on comprehension 
assessments or daily work, and 
demonstrates clear ability to use and 
apply reading strategies and skills, and 
scoring above 95% on the STAR reading 
assessment. 

Cr
iti

ca
l 

Th
in

ki
ng

 

Practices reading nonfiction text 
and practices identifying key 
concepts in history. 

Demonstrates emerging critical 
thinking by reading and 
understanding some informational 
text and/or working toward accuracy 
on identifying key concepts in 
history.  

Demonstrates critical thinking by 
reading and understanding text 
features and informational texts and 
being able to identify key concepts 
about history, people in history, 
perspectives, and change.   
(NDSS.H., RI.2.10) 

Demonstrates critical thinking by 
reading and understanding diverse 
informational texts, explaining 
information, and providing multiple 
details and drawing conclusions around 
history, people, and perspectives.  
 

Ph
on

ics
 

Practices word-attack skills to 
decode single-syllable words 
and/or is able to spell single-
syllable short vowel and silent e 
words and/or is practicing long 
vowel diagraphs in order to write 
words with long vowels. 
 

Demonstrates emerging word-attack 
skills to decode words with vowel 
diphthongs, variant vowels, and 
words with endings and/or is 
working towards accuracy when 
reading and writing words that 
include long vowels, compound 
words, contractions, or r-controlled 
vowels on assessments and/or in 
daily writing and reading activities.  

Demonstrates a broad range of word-
attack skills to decode words with 
vowel diphthongs (oi, oy, ou etc.), 
variant vowels (oo, ou, etc.), and 
words with endings (ly, ed, ing, etc.) 
and correctly reads and writes words 
that include short and long vowels, 
compound words, and r-controlled 
vowels on assessments and in daily 
writing and reading activities.  
(RF.2.3, RF.2.4) 

Demonstrates a broad range of word-
attack skills to decode, and 
independently reads, writes and applies 
advanced phonics skills such as writing 
multi-syllabic words that include 
inflected endings (-ing, -ed, past tense, 
plurals, and y) and unaccented syllables 
(le, el, il, etc.) in daily writing, and uses 
word parts to determine meanings. 
 

Re
ad

in
g  Demonstrates reading using 

strategies and skills to read 
toward or at independent levels 
A - I on the BAS. 

Demonstrates reading using 
strategies and skills to read 
independent level J (instructional 
level K) on the BAS. 

Demonstrates reading using 
strategies and skills to read 
independent level L (instructional 
level M-N) on the BAS. (RF.2.4) 

Demonstrates reading using strategies 
and skills to read independent level O+ 
(instructional level P+) on the BAS. 

W
rit

in
g  

Co
nt

en
t  

Practices the writing process to 
write personal narratives; 
practices the oral retell that 
includes characters, setting, and 
a problem, drawing pictures and 
writing simple sentences with a 
‘who’ and ‘did what’. 
 

And/or practices the writing 
process to form an opinion, 
practicing a topic sentence, 
supporting ideas, or a 
conclusion.   
 

 Applies the writing process to write 
components of personal narratives; 
stories show some organization and 
planning through storyboarding, 
and/or have an unclear beginning, 
middle, or end with underdeveloped 
characters, setting, problem, 
resolution, and/or correct sequence, 
attempting adjectives and verbs.   
And/or applies the writing process to 
write an opinion or expository 
writing piece by stating an opinion, 
or using unclear reasons, evidence, 
or a conclusion. 
 

Demonstrates writing personal 
narratives; showing organization and 
planning through storyboarding, and 
having a beginning, middle, and end 
with developed characters, setting, 
clear problem, resolution, and 
correct sequence, and appropriate 
adjectives and verbs with at least 
nine complete sentences.   
And demonstrates writing an opinion 
piece and expository opinion piece 
by stating an opinion, providing 
supporting reasons or evidence, and 
writing a conclusion. (W 2.1, W 2.2, W 
2.5, W, 2.6, W 2.7, W 2.8) 

Demonstrates writing personal 
narratives; showing strong organization 
and planning through storyboarding, 
and writing that includes an interesting 
lead, strong balance of dialogue, feeling 
and action, clear organization, use of 
voice, appropriate adjectives and verbs, 
and writes fluently. 
And demonstrates writing an opinion 
piece and expository piece by stating an 
opinion, providing supporting reasons 
and adding an explanation, and a 
conclusion. 
 

W
rit

in
g 

Co
nv

en
tio

ns
 Practices defining conventions 

(capitalization and punctuation), 
and/or is working towards 
accuracy on spelling short vowel 
words and high frequency words 
in writing, and/or practicing 
complete sentences.  

Applies some conventions 
(capitalization, and punctuation), 
and/or some appropriate spelling 
(phonics and high-frequency words), 
and/or some complete sentences in 
writing and/or through editing.  
 

Demonstrates appropriate 
conventions (capitalization and 
punctuation), appropriate spelling 
(phonics and high-frequency words), 
and complete sentences in writing 
and/or through editing.  
(W 2.5, L 2.1, L 2.2, L 2.3, L 2.4, L 2.5) 

Demonstrates correct conventions 
(capitalization and punctuation, and 
punctuates dialogue correctly), and uses 
correct spelling (phonics and high-
frequency words) in words with two or 
more syllables in writing and uses 
complete sentences.  
 

 


